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Chiesa Salute

Destruction Said to Be Im--

pznding Over the Most
Picurcsque and Romantic
City in the World Long
the Home of Poetry and
Art and a Meeca of Every
Tourist Since the Days of

Travel Began Rich and
Beautiful Architecture Stat-

uary
¬

and Paintings Build¬

ings Weighted With the
Historical Associations of

Century Upon Century

VENICE The Queen of the Adri
atic doomed Can you pic-

ture
¬

such a thing
It seems like he Irony of fate

that this magnificent old city with its
grand and thrilling memories of those
medieval days when It proudly roared
Its head above all the world should
have stood for centuries against the
ravages of destructive wars and vast
political and civil changes only to bo
threatened with total demolition hero
ia the twentieth century

On last Tuesday morning vlthout a
moments naming the famous Cam-
panile

¬

or bell tower of St Marks Ca-

thedral
¬

to whose summit Napoleon
rode on horseback to gazo down upon
the ancient city he had conquered col-

lapsed
¬

and fell into a chaos of broken
stone

Sounded the Warning
In the detonation of that fall there

boomed out to all the world the start-
ling

¬

warning tha Venice Itself might
collapse

Investigations were at once set on
foot with the result that Prof Wag-

ner
¬

the city architect says he fears
the wholo city Is doomed to destruc-
tion

¬

lie says that the subsoil has dete-

riorated
¬

and the piles and pillars upon
which the whole city rests are rotten
and unable to much longer stand the
pressure on them

Shrinkage and sinking hae been ob ¬

served in the subsoil for many J ears
although and official commission re-

cently
¬

declared that there was no dan-
ger

¬

from these causes
To Rebuild the Tower

The citizens of Venice alone hae
already contributed nearly 200000 for
the immediate reconstruction of the
bell tower of St Marks Cathedral and
It 1b believed the Italian government
will give an equal amount which add-

ed
¬

to the contributions for the pur-

pose
¬

throughout all Italy will insure
the reconstruction of the historic old
Campanile In all Its medieval glory

Prof Wagner advocates the restora ¬

tion of tho loggia of Sansovlno a por-

tion
¬

of which wa3 wrecked by tbo fall-

ing
¬

edifice but not the tower itself
He says that if the tower actually U
rebuilt It should be In thoroughly mod ¬

ern style
Centers of Interest and Life

It would bo difficult to conccho of a
worse calamity befalling tho Queen of
tho Adriatic than tbo destruction of
one of thoso famous old structures
which form one of Its chief objects of
prldo St Marks Cathedral oni tho
Palace of the Doges arc the centers of

interest and life In Venice
Them seem to focus tho life and busi ¬

ness of tbo city There la the Mecca
of the hordes of tourists

And tho Campanile or bell tower
was as certainly an Inseparable part of
the Cathedral us the famous Ilrldge of
clgbs is a part of the Doges Palace

In all Venice there was no object of
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more historic interest than tho time
worn of St Marks It was
322 feet ia height and reared Its mar-
ble

¬

summit high abovo every other
structure In tho city

To tho tourist the city It
was tho first object to catch the eye
from the car window or ships deck
Owing to the extreme lowness of the
small islands patches of land
around the city the bell tower was
visible for many miles

It was founded in 838 restored In
1329 In 1417 a marble top
was placed on the tower and In 1G17 it
was crowned tho figure of a golden
angel nearly sixteen feet in height

It was not necessary to climb steps
to reach tho top of the tower the as-

cent
¬

was made on an inclined passage-
way

¬

that wound around tho interior of
the walls with thirty eight bends In it

Where Rode His Horse
It was up this incline that Xapoleon

rode his horso to the summit of the
tower from hl3 Eaddle gazed down
upon the historic old city which hcThad
lutaded with his hosts

At the top of tho tower a fire watch ¬

man was stationed day and night with
a telescope The lew from the tower
top embraced the whole city the La-

goon
¬

and the Grand Canal a part of
the Adriatic and on clear
day een a part of the Alps

Clara Erskino Clement In her book
Tho Queen of tho Adriatic says that

from the toner In the great dais of
the Venetian Republic the first glimpse
of war vessels was seen

signaled In ISIS there hung half
way up the tower a wooden cage In
which prisoners were kept until they
starved to death

Four Bells of Fate
In thr olden days there were four

bells sounded for different purposes
I a was sounded at dawn to

tho laboring claB3es la sestamcz
zana opened the official bureaus la
trotterar called the councils to duty
and tho del malcfizlo tolled out the
rtqulnin for those vho verc to be put
to Vath

A fifth bell later was brought from
Cardlj and was tolled only on an As
ctnslon Day

Tho loggetta or vestibule on the
cast side of the was erected
by Sansovlno the famous architect In
1H0 It wns once a rendezvous for tht
nobility was afterward used as a
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St Marks Cathedral

waiting room for giiirds dur 3j the srs
slons of the councils Thre were bronzo
statues of Peace Apollo Mercury and
Pallas and some reliefs on the cop-

ing
¬

that were also of Sansovlnos crea-

tion
¬

There wore bronzo doors that t

had been cast In 17M In tho
was a madonna and child with St1
John In terra cotta also by Sansovlno

At the foot of tho tower was a small I

whlto marble building where ono of
tho greatost polloy - games In tho
world was carried on regularly under
the license and portcctlon of tho gov-

ernment
¬

Italys Greatest Ait Loss

The accident which In tho ees of
Italy amounts to a veritable catas-
trophe Is almost tha greatest art los3
the Kingdom has ever suffcrod

The tover showed sudden signs of de ¬

cay last week alarming tho authorl
tc3 A crack appeared
In the corner of tho wall facing the
clock tower and breaking two small
vlndows

In of an accident the
prefect of police forbade the usual Sun
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day night concert in the plaza and
warned the people not to approach too
near the tower

Tho authorities of the cathedral for-
bade

¬

visitors to ascend the tower and
ordered the hell ringing to ba sus ¬

pended A gang of workmen had been
engaged to commence the work of re ¬

pair on the tower Tuesday but It is
believed that none of them were in the
tower when it collapsed

Fear for the Cathedral
Out of the general chaos arising from

the unlooked for destruction of the tow-
er

¬

the attention of tho Venetians has
been turned upon the magnificent Cathe-
dral

¬

Prof Wagners statements have
greatly alarmed them for the safety of
the great edifice Their ono constant
fear now Is that the Cathedral also may
crumble away At tne present time
however there appears to be not the
slightest evidence of any deterioration
in the walls of the foundation of the
church

The Cathedral of St Mark stands
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quite alone among the building3 of tha i
world In respect of its unequaled rich-
ness

¬

of material and decoration and
also from the fact that it has been con-
structed

¬

with the spoils of codntless
other buildings

St Marks Is built on the site ol a
chapel erected to contain the bones of
the saint after whom the Cathedral Is
named This chapel was gradually en ¬

larged by various doges First of all
transepts were adfljd then the bap-
tistery

¬

on the south and the atrium ex ¬

tending along the west and north of
the nave about 1130 1200 Next chapels
were added north and south of the two
transepts

During the long period from its dedi-
cation

¬

In 10S3 till tho overthrow- - of tha
Venetian republic by Napoleon every
doges reign saw more addition to tha
rich decorations mosaics sculpture
wall linings or columns of precious
marbles IJy degrees the whole walls
Inside and outside were completely faced
eltner with glass mosaics on gold
grounds or with precious colored mar
Lies and porphyries plain white marble
being only used for sculpture and then
thickly covered with gold The splendor
and richness of effect thus produced Is
quite unique

Most Unique of Cities
Like many other Italian cities of his-

toric
¬

fame Venice has its magnificent
palaces a world famous Cathedral and
renowned courts which to the visitor
are of great interest It is not those
however which first attract the atten¬

tion of the stranger for no sooner doss
he alight from the train and find him¬

self surrounded by gondoliers in fancy
costume whose boats are lying one
against the other ready to convey ilm
to the hotel than the fascination of
such a marked change of scenery dis ¬

pels all thought of sightseeing
Ono only wishes to Indulge in abso-

lute
¬

recreation In a swiftly gliding gon-
dola

¬

from which he may watch the oc-

cupations
¬

and living of the Venetians
Tho only city of Its kind Venice Is

always Included in the itinerary of tho
tourist lf circumstances and conditions
1 ermlt and though tha most agreeable
seasons are spring and fall the heat of
the summer months is not oppressive
and the nights are cool Its perfect
immunity from dust and its noiseless
hlghwajs are its chief advantages jet
the disturbing mosquito Is very much la
evidence and almost every visitor even
after a stay of only two or three days
shows the marks of these merciless In-

sects
¬

Built on 117 Isles
The islands which comprise the clt7

or Venice number 117 and He two and
ono half miles from the mainland in
thu LitSon a shallow arm of the Adri- -
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